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Signals: In the Air  



Signals: On the Ground 

ASK-21 Accident 

 PIC was experienced commercial  pilot giving 
a ride 

 Tow pilot was highly experienced with several 
thousand tows given 

 Tug experienced power loss  on take-off roll, 
released glider and rolled right off the 
runway; 

 Glider turned also rolled right and hit the tug; 

 Glider substantially damaged – No injuries 

 

 

• Why did both aircraft turn off the runway in 
the same direction? 

• What are the standard Procedures in this 
situation? 

 



On the Ground 
 



In the Air 



Remember 
 Both of these incidents reviewed in some manner involved a lack 

of coordination/understanding  between glider and tow pilot;   
 § 91.309 requires the glider pilot and tow pilot to have an agreed 

upon course of action; 
 We use standardized signals and our club procedures as a means 

of achieving this requirement. 
 So, know the signals and the procedures and remember: 

 Don’t Confuse the Wing rock (get off now) and rudder waggle 
(something wrong/check spoilers); 
 We generally will not use the rudder waggle if we are still climbing and 

not going to hit something because it has been misinterpreted more 
than once; 

 Procedures on the ground are the same as in the air after release: 
 Tow Plane rolls: Left (obstacles permitting) or straight ahead; 
 Glider rolls: Right of tow plane. 


